
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum overview for 

parents and carers 

 

Music 

 

Summary of key Music learning for Reception to Year 6. 



At Whitfield St James’ we use the vehicle of ‘Sing Up’ to deliver our music curriculum. Children are taught their age group for music 

with adaptations for our mixed aged classes. All children will be taught how to play an instrument and this is provided externally by 

Derbyshire Music Partnership and happens in Year 4.  

Sing Up's music curriculum, with a scheme of work for each year group from Nursery to Year 6, represents a complete and 

progressive library of resources that meets the requirements of the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 

(Expressive Arts), the National Curriculum for Music, and suggested approaches of the Model Music Curriculum (Singing, Listening, 

Composing, Performance/Instrumental Performance).  

Covering a broad and diverse range of repertoire, approaches, and musical traditions, Sing Up Music supports a fully-integrated 

approach to musical development, connecting the interrelated strands of singing, playing, improvising, composing, listening, and 

appraising 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Vocabulary –  

 Term 1 Term 1 Term 1 Term 1 Term 2 Term 2 Term 2 Term 2 Term 3 Term 3 Term 3 Term 3 

Reception 

Timbre, 
beat, pitch 
contour. 

Duration: 
long/short.  
Dynamics: 
louder/qui
eter. 
Pitch: 
higher/low
er. 
Tempo: 
faster/slo
wer. 
Timbre: 
percussio
n 
instrument
s. 
Other: 
storytellin
g, 
Classical 
music, 
composer, 
orchestra. 

Pitch: 
high/low. 
Structure: 
call-and-
response, 
phrase. 
Tempo: 
strong 
beat, 
pulse (the 
‘heartbeat’ 
of the 
music). 
Timbre: 
scratchy 
percussio
n, sounds, 
tone, 
tuned/untu
ned 
percussio
n, 
instrument 
names. 
Texture: 
solo, 
together 
(unison), 
accompan
iment. 

Duration: 
beat, 
pulse, 
rhythm.  
Dynamics: 
loud, 
quiet. 
Pitch: 
stepping 
and 
leaping 
notes.  
Other: 
songwritin
g, 
improvise. 

Duration: 
beat.  
Timbre: 
vocal play 
to explore 
sounds 
the voice 
can make, 
cuckoo 
whistle, 
orchestra. 
Pitch: 
cuckoo 
interval, 
so-mi. 
Structure: 
echo 
singing. 

Duration: 
syncopati
on, rests. 
Dynamics: 
louder, 
quieter.  
Pitch: 
higher 
sounds, 
lower 
sounds. 
Structure: 
verse and 
chorus. 
Tempo: 
faster, 
getting 
faster, 
slower, 
getting 
slower. 
Timbre: 
quality of 
sounds 
(e.g. 
squeaky, 
booming 
etc.). 

Dynamics: 
louder, 
quieter. 
Pitch: up, 
down, 
higher, 
lower, 
melody, 
interval, 
stepping 
notes, 
scale. 
Tempo: 
pulse, 
beat, 
faster, 
slower. 
Timbre: 
glockenspi
el, chime 
bars, 
xylophone
. 

Duration: 
dotted 
rhythms, 
rest. 
Dynamics: 
loud, 
quiet, 
louder, 
quieter. 
Pitch: 
stepping 
notes, 
jumping 
notes. 
Tempo: 
fast, slow, 
faster, 
slower. 
Timbre: 
quality of 
voice (e.g. 
squeaky, 
jerky, 
swishy). 
Other: 
soundsca
pe. 

Dynamics: 
getting 
louder, 
getting 
quieter.  
Pitch: 
stepping 
note, leap, 
notes C-
D-E, 
higher, 
lower. 
Structure: 
call-and-
response. 
Tempo: 
getting 
slower/fas
ter. 
Timbre: 
shaker, 
scraper, 
chime 
tree, 
chime 
bars, 
glockenspi
el, 
xylophone
, ocean 
drum, rain 
stick. 
Other: 
soundsca
pe. 

Dynamics:
 forte (lou
d), piano (
quiet), cre
scendo (g
etting 
louder), di
minuendo 
(getting 
quieter). 

Duration: 
longer/sho
rter 
sound, 
waltz time 
(3/4 time). 
Timbre: 
ring, 
shake, 
scrape, 
tap, strike, 
drum, 
body 
percussio
n. 

Duration: 
dotted 
notes, 
rhythm. 
Pitch: 
higher, 
lower. 
Structure: 
phrase. 
Tempo: 
steady 
beat. 
Other: 
percussio
n 
instrument
s, tuned 
(with 
notes), 
untuned 
(without 
notes). 

1 Duration: 
rhythm, 
rest, 
march on 
the beat  

Duration: 
march 
rhythm. 
Pitch: low 
and high – 

Dynamics: 
soft, loud. 
Tempo: 
fast, slow. 
Structure: 

Duration: 
beat, 
rhythm, 
rest. 
Pitch: mi-

Pitch: high 
sounds, 
low 
sounds, 
musical 

Structure: 
question-
and-
answer.  
Timbre: 

Pitch: the 
highness 
or 
lowness of 
a note.  

Duration: 
rhythm, 
beat. 
Dynamics: 
loud and 

Duration: 
beat, 
rhythm. 
Pitch: 
stepping 

Duration: 
beat. 
Dynamics: 
louder/qui
eter. 

Duration: 
4-beat 
rhythm 
pattern, 
dotted 

Duration: 
rhythm. 
Pitch: 
melody. 
Structure: 



Structure: 
echo, call-
and-
response, 
cumulativ
e 
Tempo: 
beat 
Timbre/tex
ture: 
walking 
bass 

low voices 
(adult 
elephants)
, high 
voice (the 
young 
elephant), 
low 
instrument
s, and 
high 
instrument
s (see 
timbre). 
Tempo: 
beat 
(pulse). 
Timbre: 
low 
instrument
s (tuba), 
high 
instrument
s 
(glockens
piel, 
flute/piccol
o), drum, 
military 
band. 

ternary 
form 
(ABA). 
Timbre: 
untuned/tu
ned 
percussio
n 
instrument
s. 
Other: 
compose, 
graphic 
symbol. 

re-do 
(notes E-
D-C), 
untuned/tu
ned 
instrument
s, 
unpitched/
pitched 
patterns. 
Structure: 
ostinato 
(repeating 
pattern), 
echo, call-
and-
response. 
Tempo: 
steady 
beat. 

theme. 
Tempo: 
beat (a 
continuou
s, steady 
pulse that 
occurs in 
songs, 
rhymes, 
and 
music), 
pulse. 
Timbre: 
flute, harp, 
violin, 
viola, 
clarinet, 
orchestra. 
Other: 
perform, 
record a 
movement 
piece. 

percussio
n 
instrument
s (tuned, 
untuned). 
Other: 
improvise, 
compose, 
graphic 
symbol, 
graphic 
score. 

Tempo: 
beat – a 
continuou
s steady 
pulse that 
occurs in 
music. 
This could 
be 
compared 
to a 
ticking 
clock or a 
pumping 
heart.  
Duration: 
the length 
of a 
sound, 
often 
counted in 
beats. For 
instance, 
a 4-beat 
note 
should be 
counted 
‘1,2,3,4’. 

quiet, 
gradual 
and 
sudden 
changes. 
Pitch: high 
and low 
sounds 
and the 
notes in a 
tune. 
Timbre: 
the quality 
of a vocal 
or 
instrument 
sound. 
Other: 
Improvisin
g – 
experimen
ting within 
a 
structure. 

notes A-
G-F, 
tuned and 
untuned 
percussio
n. 
Structure: 
call-and-
response, 
verse, 
chorus. 
Texture: 
solo. 

Pitch: 
lower/high
er.  
Structure: 
repeated 
lines, 
verse. 
Timbre: 
hard, soft, 
smooth, 
scratchy, 
tinkly, dull, 
wood, 
metal, 
skin etc. 

quaver-
semiquav
er rhythm 
( ‘skipty’ 
rhythm), 
rests, 
repeating 
pattern. 
Pitch: 
higher, 
lower.  
Tempo: 
steady 
beat, 
getting 
faster. 
Timbre: 
body 
percussio
n sounds, 
whisperin
g, sad 
voice etc. 

verse, 
chorus.  
Tempo: 
beat, time 
signature 
(2/2 and 
6/8), time 
change. 
Other: 
march, jig. 

2 Pitch: 
‘cuckoo 
call’ 
interval 
(minor 
3rd), 
melody. 
Structure: 
echo, call-
and-
response. 
Tempo: 
beat, 

Pitch: 
high/low. 
Rhythm: 
long/short 
notes. 
Articulatio
n: sliding 
(glissando
), smooth 
(legato), 
short/deta
ched 
notes 

Other: 
motif – a 
short 
musical 
idea 
(birdsong 
– the short 
repeating 
patterns 
birds use 
to 
communic
ate – is a 

Duration: 
beat, 
duration 
actions 
‘walk’ 
(crotchet), 
‘jogging’ 
(quavers), 
and ‘shh’ 
(crotchet 
rest), 
rhythm. 
Pitch: 

Tempo: 
beat, 
pulse.   
Timbre: 
chant.  
Structure: 
coda 
(Italian 
meaning 
‘tail’ - a 
fancy 
ending), 
repetition, 

Duration: 
the length 
of a note. 
Dynamics: 
volume, 
crescendo 
(gradually 
getting 
louder), 
diminuend
o 
(gradually 
getting 

Tempo: 
beat – a 
continuou
s steady 
pulse that 
occurs in 
music. 
This could 
be 
compared 
to a 
ticking 
clock or a 

Duration: 
the length 
of a note, 
described 
as short 
and long. 
Pitch: 
notes are 
described 
as being 
‘high’ or 
‘low’ 
pitched. 

Duration: 
beat, 4 
beats per 
bar. 
Pitch: 
notes F, 
C, G, and 
A.  
Texture: 
accompan
iment.  
Timbre: 
tuned 

Dynamics: 
quiet 
(piano), 
loud 
(forte). 
Pitch: 
minor key, 
interval. 
Timbre: 
voice/voca
l and 
instrument 
sound 

Pitch: 
notes 
moving in 
steps and 
leaps. 
Tempo: 
notes 
moving 
faster and 
slower. 
Timbre: 
scrape, 
tap, bright, 

Pitch: 
melody, 
notes (C, 
D, F, G). 
Structure: 
introductio
n, verse, 
chorus, 
12-bar 
blues. 
Timbre: 
tuned 
percussio



steady 
beat. 
Timbre: 
tuned (has 
notes) and 
untuned 
percussio
n 
instrument
s (doesn’t 
have 
notes). 
Other: 
diction, 
improvise. 

(staccato).                        
Tempo: 
fast/slow.  
Timbre: 
flute, 
piano, 
cello, 
double 
bass, 
strings, 
glockenspi
el, 
xylophone
, clarinet.  
Other: 
character 
- flowing, 
wavy, 
smooth, 
brittle, 
jerky, 
elegant, 
graceful, 
relaxing, 
heavy, 
plodding, 
resonant, 
twitchy, 
fluttering, 
swooping. 

musical 
motif), 
conductor 
– the 
person 
who 
signals to 
musicians 
and often 
decides 
the tempo 
(speed) of 
a piece as 
well as 
when it 
starts and 
stops, 
orchestrat
e – 
choose 
which 
instrument
s play 
which 
ideas, 
accompan
iment – a 
supporting 
part, 
improvise 
– invent or 
create 
music 
without 
preparatio
n (make it 
up on the 
spot!). 

pitch 
shape. 
Structure: 
4-beat 
rhythm. 
Tempo: 
steady 
beat. 
Texture: 
round. 

call-and-
response.  
Other: 
transformi
ng an 
idea. 

quieter). 
Tempo: 
speed, 
acceleran
do 
(gradually 
getting 
faster), 
ritenuto 
(gradually 
getting 
slower). 
Other: 
conductor 
– the 
person 
who 
signals to 
musicians 
and often 
decides 
the tempo 
of a piece 
as well as 
when it 
starts and 
stops. 

pumping 
heart.  
Metre: 
beats are 
commonly 
grouped 
into 
regular 
patterns 
(usually in 
2s, 3s, or 
4s). The 
first beat 
of each 
pattern is 
often 
accented 
and is 
known as 
the ‘strong 
beat’. For 
example, 
a 3-time 
waltz will 
have a 
swinging 
‘1,2,3, 
1,2,3’ feel, 
while a 
march in 
4-time will 
have you 
counting 
‘1,2,3,4, 
1,2,3,4’ as 
you walk 
along.  
Rhythm: is 
made up 
of patterns 
of different 
length 
notes. In 

Dynamics: 
the 
volume of 
a piece, 
piano (p, 
soft), forte 
(f, loud). 
Other: 
compose, 
soundtrac
k, Silent 
film. 

percussio
n (chime 
bars, 
glockenspi
el, 
xylophone
), untuned 
percussio
n  (claves, 
woodblock
s, drums). 

quality 
(e.g. 
‘breathy’). 
Structure: 
phrase, 
section. 
Duration: 
staccato 
(short, 
detached 
notes) e.g. 
‘alone’/’ho
me’/’thum
p’/’jump’. 
Other: 
graphic 
score. 

dull, 
shake, 
slide, 
scratchy, 
glissando, 
soft  and 
hard 
beaters, 
metal, 
wood, skin 
etc. 
(depende
nt on the 
instrument
s you 
have 
available). 
Other: 
choreogra
ph. 

n, electric 
guitar, 
double 
bass, 
piano, 
accordion, 
lap steel, 
voices, 
saxophon
e. 
Other: 
rock ‘n’ 
roll. 



this unit, 
the 
children 
will step 
several 
rhythmic 
patterns in 
their feet. 
These 
movement
s include 
‘walk’ 
(crotchet), 
‘jog-ging’ 
(two 
quavers) 
and ‘skip-
ty’ (dotted 
quaver, 
semiquav
er). 

3 
Pitch: 
pentatonic 
scale, 
note 
clusters, 
chords. 
Structure: 
ostinato, 
echo, 
phrase, 
call-and-
response. 
Tempo: 
beat. 
Texture: 
unison, 
round, 
accompan
iment. 
Other: 
improvise, 

Duration: 
time 
signature 
(number 
of beats in 
the bar), 
3/4 time 
(three 
beats per 
bar), 4/4 
time (4 
beats per 
bar). 
Tempo: 
faster, 
slower.  
Structure: 
verse, 
chorus.  
Pitch: 
melody, 
harmony. 

Duration: 
rhythm.  
Pitch/textu
re: 
melody, 
accompan
iment. 
Structure: 
symmetry 
in a 
melody, 
pattern in 
a melody, 
phrase, 
ABA, 
ternary 
form. 
Other: 
compose, 
audience, 
symmetry, 
2- and 3-D 

Duration: 
beat, 
syncopati
on, 4 
beats in a 
bar, 
rhythm 
pattern. 
Pitch: 
melody, 
chords. 
Structure: 
song 
(verse, 
chorus, 
instrument
al), call-
and-
response. 
Texture: 
accompan
iment. 

Duration: 
beat. 
Pitch: 
higher, 
lower. 
Structure: 
rondo 
form (a 
recurring 
theme that 
returns 
every 
other 
section 
e.g. A-B-
A-C-A-D-
A etc.), 
call-and-
response, 
question-
and-
answer 

Duration: 
steady 
beat, 
repetition, 
rhythm. 
Structure: 
pattern, 
fugue, 
round. 
Texture: 
unison, 
layers, 
combining 
sounds. 
Timbre: 
exploring 
sounds for 
intended 
effect, 
using 
words and 
voices 

Duration: 
the length 
of a note. 
Rhythm: 
an 
arrangem
ent of 
notes of 
different 
durations. 
Pitch: how 
high or 
low a note 
sounds.  
Structure: 
ostinato – 
a 
repeating 
pattern. 
Other: 
score – a 
visual 

Duration: 
beat, 
rhythm. 
Structure: 
call-and-
response. 
Timbre: 
repinique 
(a high 
pitched 
Brazilian 
drum), 
drums, 
percussio
n. 
Other: 
samba, 
carnival, 
‘fanfarra’ 
(fanfare), 
Escolas 
de samba 

Duration: 
beat/pulse
, crotchet 
(‘walk’), 
quavers 
(‘jogging’), 
crotchet 
rest ('shh') 
4/4, bar (4 
beats), 
rhythm.  
Pitch: 
chords (A 
minor/Am,  
C 
major/C), 
drone.  
Structure: 
intro, 
verse, 
chorus, 
call-and-

Duration: 
beat, 
rhythm, 
offbeat, 
crotchet, 
quavers, 
crotchet 
rest. 
Dynamics: 
piano (p), 
forte (f), 
fortissimo 
(ff) subito 
(suddenly)
.  
Structure: 
verse, 
chorus, 
ostinato.  
Other: 
‘walk’ – 
word and 

Duration: 
clave 
rhythm, 
syncopati
on, beat. 
Pitch: C 
major 
scale, 
solfa (do 
to do’), 
arpeggio, 
chord, 
melody.  
Structure: 
call-and-
response, 
phrase. 
Timbre: 
tuned and 
untuned 
percussio
n, body 

Pitch: 
pentatonic 
scale, 
note 
clusters, 
chords. 
Structure: 
ostinato, 
echo, 
phrase, 
call-and-
response. 
Tempo: 
beat. 
Texture: 
unison, 
round, 
accompan
iment. 
Other: 
improvise, 



compose, 
ensemble. 

Timbre: 
acoustic/el
ectric 
instrument
s, 
traditional/
modern 
instrument
s, guitars 
(acoustic, 
electric), 
small 
guitar like 
instrument
, electric 
bass, 
keyboard, 
voice, 
flute, hand 
drum, 
ektara. 
Other: 
traditional/
composed 
song, folk 
music. 

shapes 
(rectangle
s, 
squares, 
circles, 
triangles, 
cuboids, 
pyramids, 
and 
spheres), 
line/plane 
symmetry, 
pattern. 

Timbre: 
piano, 
drums, 
bass, 
guitar, 
claves, 
timbale, 
trumpet, 
conga, 
bongos. 
Style: 
Latin, 
salsa. 
Other: 
Latin 
America. 

(an 
opening 
phrase 
that offers 
a musical 
question, 
which is 
followed 
by a 
different 
second 
phrase 
forming an 
answer), 
phrase. 
Timbre: 
staccato 
(short, 
detached 
notes to 
create a 
‘spiky’ 
sound/arti
culation). 
Other: 
orchestral 
suite, 
ballet. 

musically. 
Other: 
collaborati
on, rap, 
music 
NOT 
sound 
effects. 

represent
ation of 
music, 
minimalis
m – a 
genre of 
music 
made up 
from 
simple 
ostinatos 
that 
repeat a 
lot with 
little 
change 
over time. 

(Samba 
schools). 

response, 
chord 
pattern.  
Timbre: 
drums, 
shakers, 
tuned 
percussio
n. 

action for 
crotchet, 
‘jogging’ – 
word and 
action for 
a pair of 
quavers, 
‘shh’ – 
sound for 
a crotchet 
rest, 
rhythm 
grid. 

percussio
n, steel 
pans. 
Other: 
Trinidad 
and 
Tobago, 
calypso, 
technique, 
hand-to-
hand 
sticking. 

compose, 
ensemble. 

4 Pitch: 
pentatonic
, ‘blue’ 
note.  
Structure: 
verse, 
chorus, 
call-and-
response, 
echo, 
phrase, 
ostinato.  
Tempo: 
off-beat. 
Timbre: 

Duration: 
short 
notes/deta
ched 
notes 
(staccato). 
Dynamics: 
quiet/loud, 
quieter/lou
der. 
Pitch: 
stepping 
notes/clos
e together 
notes. 

Timbre: 
the 
specific 
quality of 
each 
sound 
(often 
described 
as the 
‘colour’ of 
the 
sound).  
Dynamics: 
volume, 
loud and 

Duration: 
beat/pulse
, 4-beats, 
8-beats, 
swing 
rhythm. 
Pitch: 
chords 
(Am, F, 
C), 
melody, 
part.  
Structure: 
intro, 
verse, 

Duration: 
long and 
short 
sounds, 
repeated 
rhythm 
patterns.  
Dynamics: 
contrasts, 
sound and 
silence, 
the 
dramatic 
effect of 
silence. 

Duration: 
triplets (a 
rhythm 
made of 
three 
beats 
filling the 
space 
usually 
taken by 
two).  
Pitch: 
melody (a 
musical 
sentence).  

Pitch: 
pentatonic
, scale, 
melody, 
phrase, 
shape, 
ascending
, 
descendin
g, drone, 
raga, pitch 
matching. 
Timbre: 
electric 
and 

Structure: 
ostinato (a 
repeating 
– often 
rhythmic – 
pattern).  
Dynamics: 
volume, 
louds and 
softs. 
Other: 
orchestrati
on (the art 
of 
choosing 

Duration: 
steady 
beat/pulse
, 3/4 and 
4/4 time 
signatures
, beats in 
the bar.  
Pitch: 
triads/chor
ds: C, F, 
and G 
major, A 
minor. 
Structure: 

Duration: 
rhythm 
patterns, 
crotchet 
(‘walk’), 
quaver 
(‘jogging’), 
minim 
(‘stride’), 
dotted 
quaver/se
miquaver 
(‘skipty’), 
and 
crotchet 

Duration: 
minims, 
crotchets, 
quavers, 
pattern, 
time 
signature, 
4/4.  
Pitch: 
scale, 
step, skip, 
arpeggio, 
chord 
moving in 
thirds, 

Pitch: 
pentatonic
, ‘blue’ 
note.  
Structure: 
verse, 
chorus, 
call-and-
response, 
echo, 
phrase, 
ostinato.  
Tempo: 
off-beat. 
Timbre: 



articulatio
n, legato 
(smooth), 
staccato 
(spiky, 
detached), 
bass part  
Texture: 
melody 
and 
accompan
iment, 
unison, 
solo, 
ensemble.  
Other: 
improvise. 

Timbre: 
instrument
s in the 
piece 
(piano, 
vibraphon
e, 
saxophon
e, snare 
drum 
played 
with 
brushes, 
closed hi-
hat off the 
beat, 
strings, 
brass), 
smooth, 
detached, 
clashing, 
scraping, 
tinkling, 
dull, 
smooth, 
harsh, 
rough, 
glissando, 
twang, 
wobble 
board, 
tremolo, 
pluck, 
strum, 
mute/dam
pen etc. 
Other: 
character, 
words to 
describe 
the 
character 
(e.g. 

quiet. 
Rhythm: a 
pattern of 
notes with 
different 
durations. 
Texture: 
the way 
sounds 
are 
combined. 
Other: 
suite (a 
collection 
of short 
musical 
pieces 
played 
one after 
the other), 
graphic 
score (a 
visual 
represent
ation of 
music), 
motif (a 
short 
musical 
idea). 

chorus, 
middle 8, 
2-bar 
phrases.  
Timbre: 
tuned 
percussio
n, dampen 
the sound, 
acoustic 
guitar, 
piano, 
drums, 
bass 
guitar. 
Style: 
acoustic 
pop, 
country, 
folk, pop. 
Other: 
improvise 
(‘doodle’), 
patsch 
(body 
percussio
n such as 
slapping 
the knees 
or thighs). 

Pitch: 
melody, 
fanfare, 
phrase, 
harmony, 
chord.  
Texture: 
unison 
(one part), 
homophon
ic (several 
parts 
moving 
together). 
Timbre: 
brass 
instrument
s, 
percussio
n. 
Other: 
musical 
commissio
n – writing 
a piece of 
music for 
a specific 
purpose 
or event. 

Other: 
Habanera 
(a rhythm 
from 
Cuba, 
which is 
often now 
associate
d with 
Spain), 
dynamics 
(volume, 
louds and 
softs), 
piano (p, 
soft), forte 
(f, loud). 

traditional 
instrument
s from a 
range of 
countries 
including: 
dholak, 
tabla, 
sitar, 
tanpura, 
santoor, 
guzheng, 
electric 
guitar and 
mandolin, 
bass 
guitar, 
krar, 
masinko, 
percussio
n.  
Texture: 
solo, 
accompan
iment. 

which 
instrument
s should 
play which 
ideas), 
graphic 
score (a 
visual 
represent
ation of 
music). 

introductio
n, verse, 
chorus, 
instrument
al. 
Timbre: 
acoustic 
guitar, 
banjo, 
harmonica
, 
keyboard, 
drums, 
bass 
guitar, 
double 
bass. 
Other: 
folk-rock, 
acoustic, 
electric. 

rest 
(‘shh’). 
Pitch: 
melody, 
notes 
moving in 
step. 
Structure: 
verse, 
rondo, 
rhythm 
sequence. 
Other: 
articulatio
n (clarity 
in the 
production 
of 
successiv
e notes), 
diction 
(sounding 
out words 
clearly), 
body 
percussio
n. 

melody.  
Structure: 
call-and-
response, 
phrase, 
repetition, 
bar, 
section.  
Timbre: 
tuned 
percussio
n, body 
percussio
n, 
glissando, 
bounce, 
stepping, 
shimmer, 
roll.  
Other: 
soundsca
pe, 
musical 
counting.  

articulatio
n, legato 
(smooth), 
staccato 
(spiky, 
detached), 
bass part  
Texture: 
melody 
and 
accompan
iment, 
unison, 
solo, 
ensemble.  
Other: 
improvise. 



creeping, 
sneaking, 
spooky, 
frightening
), words to 
describe 
mood 
(e.g. 
scary, 
sad, 
happy, 
spooky, 
exciting 
etc.). 

5 Duration: 
4/4 time 
signature, 
crotchet, 
quavers, 
semiquav
ers. 
Pitch: 
melody, 
chords, 
bass note, 
major, 
minor.   
Tempo: 
beat, 
steady 
beat. 
Other: sea 
shanty, 
work 
song, 
rhythm 
grid, 
accompan
y/accomp
animent, 
cup 
game/cup 
rhythm 

Dynamics: 
quiet, 
louder, 
getting 
louder 
(crescend
o). 
Pitch: 
melody, 
harmony, 
high 
voices 
and low 
voices.  
Structure: 
call-and-
response, 
spoken 
interludes, 
phrase.  
Texture: 
unison 
(singing 
same 
melody), 
homophon
ic (singing 
in 
harmony). 

Duration: 
rhythm, 
beat.  
Pitch: 
melody, 
hook, 
chords, 
riff.  
Structure: 
verse, 
chorus, 
bridge/mid
dle eight, 
introductio
n (intro), 
ending 
(outro).  
Texture: 
solo, 
echo, 
melody 
and 
accompan
iment, 
homophon
ic (moving 
together).  
Other: 
lyrics, 

Pitch: 
melody, 
octave, G 
major, D 
major, 
drone, 
microtone, 
vocal 
decoration
.  
Structure: 
introductio
n, verse, 
chorus.  
Texture: 
call-and-
response, 
acappella/
unaccomp
anied, 
accompan
iment.  
Other: 
improvisat
ion, 
Nasheed, 
Arabic 
music. 

Pitch: 
pentatonic 
scale (5-
note 
scale), 
bass line 
(the 
lowest 
melodic 
part of an 
ensemble, 
often 
played by 
a bass 
guitar or a 
double 
bass).  
Rhythm: 
backbeat 
(typically 
falls on 
beats 2 
and 4, and 
often 
played by 
the snare 
drum).  
Structure: 
riff (a 

Duration: 
beat.  
Pitch: 
semitone 
(a half 
step 
distance 
between 
two pitch 
levels), 
bass. 
Structure: 
ostinato.  
Style: 
tango, 
neotango, 
electronic 
music, 
fusion.  
Texture: 
the result 
of different 
musical 
parts or 
layers 
playing 
together. 
Like 
texture in 

Duration: 
cycle – a 
looped 
pattern of 
a fixed 
number of 
beats. 
Texture: 
interlockin
g – where 
2 or more 
rhythmic 
parts 
connect 
and 
combine 
to make a 
whole.  
Timbre: 
kendang 
(drum), 
ceng ceng 
(cymbals), 
pot gongs, 
hanging 
gongs.  
Other: 
Gamelan 
beleganjur 

Pitch: 
pentatonic 
scale – a 
five note 
scale 
(most 
easily 
found by 
using just 
the black 
notes of 
the piano). 
Tempo: 
the speed 
of a piece. 
Dynamics: 
the 
volume of 
a piece. 
Structure: 
ternary 
form – a 
musical 
shape 
also 
known as 
ABA 
where A = 
opening 

Pitch: 
Swar 
(notes) 
Sa-Re-
Ga-Ma-
Pa-Dha-
Ni-Sa, 
melody, 
harmony, 
chords. 
Structure: 
ostinato.  
Texture: 
unaccomp
anied/a 
cappella, 
accompan
iment, 
unison, 
two-part 
round, 
four-part 
round.  
Timbre: 
the 
different 
qualities 
of sound 
you can 

Duration: 
crotchet, 
quavers, 
dotted 
quaver/se
miquaver, 
minim, 
semiquav
ers, 
rhythm.  
Pitch: C 
major 
triad, 
arpeggio, 
notes C, 
E, and G, 
octave 
above, 
octave 
below.  
Structure: 
2-bar 
phrases, 
verse/chor
us.  
Tempo: 
steady 
beat, bpm 
(beats per 

Duration: 
offbeat, 4-
beats per 
bar.  
Pitch: 
chord, 
triad, D 
major, G 
major, 
melody, 
riff, 
bassline.  
Structure: 
repeating 
riff, verse, 
chorus, 
chord 
pattern.  
Timbre: 
electric 
guitar, 
bass 
guitar, 
drum kit, 
keyboard.  
Texture: 
melody 
and 
accompan

Duration: 
3/4 time, 
three 
beats per 
bar, 4/4 
time, four 
beats per 
bar.  
Dynamics: 
piano 
(quiet), 
pianissimo 
(very 
quiet).  
Pitch: 
pentatonic 
scale (F, 
G, A, C, 
D), 
melody, 
drone.  
Structure: 
question-
and-
answer 
phrasing.  
Timbre: 
tuned 



game, 
body 
percussio
n. 

Timbre: 
choir, 
male and 
female 
voices, 
congregati
on, 
electric 
piano, 
bass 
guitar, 
drum kit. 
Other: 
music for 
praise, 
Gospel, 
spiritual, 
expressio
n, legato, 
slide 
(glissando
), note 
bend, 
decoration
, diction, 
articulatio
n. 

rhyme, 
phrase, 
metaphor. 

repeated 
musical 
pattern 
that forms 
the basis 
of a song).  
Timbre: 
legato 
(smooth), 
staccato 
(detached
).  
Other: 
head (the 
main 
melody of 
a song, 
specificall
y used in 
jazz/groov
e music). 

artworks, 
texture in 
music can 
be dense, 
or 
intricate, 
busy and 
complex, 
or 
transpare
nt, or 
sparse 
etc.  
Timbre: 
cello, 
accordion, 
singer, 
drum kit, 
staccato 
(short, 
detached 
notes to 
create a 
‘spiky’ 
sound/arti
culation), 
legato 
(smooth 
articulatio
n of notes, 
creating a 
seamless 
flow in the 
music). 

(Indonesia
n 
percussio
n 
ensemble, 
often 
performed 
at 
religious 
ceremonie
s), kecak 
(a vocal 
chant), 
cak 
lesung 
(rice-
pounding 
rhythms). 

section, B 
= 
contrastin
g middle 
section, A 
= return to 
the 
opening, 
coda – a 
special 
ending. 
Other: 
score – a 
visual 
represent
ation of 
music. 

make, 
vocal 
sounds, 
instrument
al sounds.  
Other: 
Riyaz 
(practise), 
Indian 
Classical 
music. 

minute).  
Timbre: 
trumpet, 
bugle, 
brass 
instrument
s.  
Texture: 
unison, 
harmony.  
Other: 
fanfare, 
symphony
. 

iment, 
bassline, 
chords.  
Other: 
Reggae, 
playing by 
ear, 
playing 
from a 
score. 

percussio
n. 

6 Duration: 
beat, 
pulse, 
count-in, 
swing/swu
ng rhythm, 
syncopati
on.  
Pitch: 

Timbre: 
electric 
violin, 
acoustic 
violin/fiddl
e, rock 
band 
(electric 
and bass 

Pulse: a 
steady 
beat (like 
a ticking 
clock). 
Tempo: 
the speed 
of a piece 
of music. 

Duration: 
3 beats 
per bar, 
3/4 time 
signature, 
3-time, 
dotted 
crotchet, 
dotted 

Duration: 
syncopati
on. 
Pitch: 
major 
scale, 
modulatio
n/key 
change. 

Dynamics: 
volume, 
louds and 
softs.  
Structure: 
passacagli
a (an 
ancient 
musical 

Duration: 
steady 
beat (like 
a ticking 
clock), 
rhythm, 
semiquav
er, 
crotchet, 

Style: pop, 
R&B, Hip 
hop.  
Timbre: 
high 
voices 
(high 
register), 
low voices 

Duration: 
chaal 
rhythm, 
bols. 
Pitch: 
bhairavi 
raga. 
Structure: 
asthayi 

Duration: 
3/4, ‘oom 
pah pah’ 
rhythm, 
waltz, 
three 
beats in a 
bar, 
crotchet, 

Pitch: 
chords C 
minor and 
G7, 
melody.  
Structure: 
phrase, 
call-and-
response.  

Duration: 
4/4 and 
3/4 time 
signatures
.  
Pitch: 
melody, 
chords, C 
major, F 



arpeggio, 
chromatic, 
C major 
scale. 
Structure: 
question-
and-
answer. 
Texture: 
layers. 
Timbre: 
rhythm 
section, 
brass 
section, 
woodwind 
section, 
scat 
singing 
(scatting).  
Other: 
improvisat
ion, big 
band, 
swing 
music. 

guitars, 
drums), 
electronic 
beats, 
guitar 
pedals, 
distortion, 
orchestral 
violins.  
Other: 
genre/styl
e, fusion, 
rock, 
country, 
electronic 
dance 
music 
(EDM), 
DJ, 
impressio
nism, 
drum and 
bass, 
legato, 
decoration
, off-beat 
rhythms, 
classical. 

Structure: 
ostinato (a 
repeating 
pattern), 
coda (a 
fancy 
ending). 
Other: 
protest 
song (a 
song 
written to 
help a 
social 
cause or 
to effect 
change), 
lyrics (the 
words or 
text of a 
song), 
chant 
(lyrics 
spoken to 
a pulse), 
melody (or 
tune – a 
series of 
notes 
arranged 
in a 
pattern). 

minim, 
crotchet, 
quavers, 
crotchet 
rest. 
Pitch: 
thinking 
voice, F 
major, C 
major. 
Structure: 
round, 3 
sections, 
phrase. 
Texture: 
polyphoni
c, 
homophon
ic, 
monophon
ic. 
Timbre: a 
cappella 
(unaccom
panied). 
Other: 
sacred 
vocal 
music, 
Latin. 

Tempo: 
beats per 
minute 
(bpm), 
faster, 
slower. 
Timbre: 
bass 
guitar, 
electric 
guitar, 
violins, 
drum kit, 
lead and 
backing 
vocals/sin
gers, 
keyboard 
(Fender 
Rhodes). 
Structure: 
verse, 
chorus, 
middle 8, 
hooks/riffs
. 
Style: 
disco, 
funk, soul, 
jazz-
fusion, 
latin-jazz. 
Texture: 
vocal 
harmonies 
(parts that 
are sung 
alongside 
the main 
melody to 
make the 
texture 
thicker). 

form 
featuring a 
repeating 
bassline 
with 
different 
events 
placed on 
top. Also 
known as 
Chaconne
), theme 
and 
variations 
(a musical 
form 
made up 
of one 
theme and 
many 
variations 
(versions) 
of that 
theme).  
Tempo: 
the speed 
of a piece 
of music.  
Other: 
score (a 
visual 
represent
ation of 
music), 
orchestrat
e (choose 
which 
instrument
s play 
which 
parts of a 
music 
compositi

minim, 
semibreve
, dotted 
crotchet 
quaver, 
notes C to 
A.  
Pitch: 
motif, 
harmony 
(two or 
more 
notes 
sounded 
at the 
same 
time).  
Structure: 
ostinato (a 
repeating 
pattern).  
Texture: 
melody (or 
tune), 
accompan
iment - the 
musical 
part which 
provides 
support 
for the 
melody. 

(low 
register).  
Structure: 
intro 
(introducti
on), verse, 
chorus, 
outro, 
instrument
al, 
backing 
vocals.  
Other: 
internal 
rhyme, 
voice 
change, 
anthem. 

(chorus), 
antara 
(verse), 
echo. 
Tempo: 
pulse, 
beat. 
Texture: 
solo, 
unison 
voices. 
Other: 
styles – 
bhangra, 
Bollywood
, Indian 
classical 
music. 

quaver.  
Pitch: 
pentatonic 
scale, 
melody, 
harmony.  
Structure: 
verse, 
chorus, 
intro and 
outro.  
Tempo: 
very fast 
(Touch 
the sky), 
slow 
(Skye 
boat 
song).  
Timbre: 
Scottish 
folk 
instrument
s: piano 
accordion, 
guitar, 
harp, 
whistle, 
fiddle 
(violin), 
bodhran 
(drum), 
voice.  
Texture: 
melody 
and 
accompan
iment, 
harmony.  
Other: folk 
music. 

Texture: 
melody 
and 
accompan
iment, 
three-part 
harmony.  
Other: 
improvise, 
protest 
songs, 
civil rights 
movement
. 

major, G 
major, and 
A minor.  
Structure: 
hook, 
verse, 
chorus, 
introductio
n, ending, 
strophic.  
Texture: 
solo 
guitar, 
solo voice, 
two-part 
singing, 
musical 
layers.  
Timbre: 
drum kit, 
piano, 
guitar, 
cello, 
bass, 
voices, 
humming.  
Other: 
arrangem
ent. 



Other: 
cover (a 
version of 
a song by 
a singer or 
band who 
did not 
originally 
perform 
the song), 
summer 
anthem (a 
song that 
is 
released 
and peaks 
in its 
popularity 
during 
summer). 

on), 
improvise 
(music 
that is 
made up 
instantly 
with no 
prior 
preparatio
n). 

 


