
Quick Questions
1.	 Find and copy a word which describes 

materials which rot down easily. 

�

2.	 How much plastic is believed to enter 
our oceans each year? 

�

3.	 Sum up the main issues regarding 
plastic pollution in 20 words or less.  

�

�

4.	 By reducing excessive packaging, how 
would big corporations help stop plastic 
pollution in the ocean? 

�

�

Plastic in the World’s Oceans 
Set to Triple over Next Decade

Plastic pollution is one of the biggest threats facing the 
world’s oceans. An estimated 12 million tonnes of plastic 
is found in the ocean and washed up around our planet 
each year. Plastic isn’t biodegradable and it stays in the 
environment for up to 1000 years.

Every year, hundreds of thousands of animals choke 
to death on large pieces of plastic, which they mistake 
for food. 

There are many groups working to protect the world’s 
oceans. They are asking big corporations to reduce 
plastic packaging and governments to introduce bans on 
microbeads and carrier bags. 

By taking action now, we can stop further damage to our 
planet’s precious marine environment.
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Answers
1.	 Find and copy a word which describes 

materials which rot down easily. 

biodegradable

2.	 How much plastic is believed to enter 
our oceans each year? 

12 million tonnes

3.	 Sum up the main issues regarding 
plastic pollution in 20 words or less.  
Accept any reasonable summary, 
which includes the key points of 
the text in 20 words or less.  

4.	 By reducing excessive packaging, how 
would big corporations help stop plastic 
pollution in the ocean? 
Accept any reasonable prediction 
exploring the link between the 
reduction of plastic packaging 
production and the amount of 
plastic pollution in the ocean.

Plastic in the World’s Oceans 
Set to Triple over Next Decade

Plastic pollution is one of the biggest threats facing the 
world’s oceans. An estimated 12 million tonnes of plastic 
is found in the ocean and washed up around our planet 
each year. Plastic isn’t biodegradable and it stays in the 
environment for up to 1000 years.

Every year, hundreds of thousands of animals choke 
to death on large pieces of plastic, which they mistake 
for food. 

There are many groups working to protect the world’s 
oceans. They are asking big corporations to reduce 
plastic packaging and governments to introduce bans on 
microbeads and carrier bags. 

By taking action now, we can stop further damage to our 
planet’s precious marine environment.
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